Realizing that success depends ultimately upon public support, and knowing that the people were surprisingly ignorant of the extent, variety, magnificence, and economic value of their national parks, I early inaugurated an earnest campaign of public education under the management of Robert Sterling Yard.
To this end the information circulars were immediately rewritten, reorganized, and distributed under a new and effective plan. Last winter a descriptive booklet entitled " Glimpses of our National Parks " was written by Mr. Yard to meet special educational needs. The astonishing demand that immediately developed for this book assured me that the public was eager for the facts. I followed this in the early summer by the publication, with the financial cooperation of 17 western railroads, of Mr. Yard's " National Parks Portfolio," an elaborately illustrated volume written and designed for the purpose of differentiating the principal national parks and presenting an adequate pictorial representation of each.
An edition of about 275.000 of these was distributed over specially compiled lists and reached appreciative hands. Forty-three thousand dollars were contributed by the railroads toward the cost of issuing these portfolios, and this sum represented only a small part of the contributing railroads' total expense in advertising the national parks reached by their respective lines.
In addition to these important publications many hundreds of photographs were collected from many sources and distributed to magazines and newspapers desiring to publish them, and facts and figures regarding national parks were furnished freely to newspaper and magazine writers who sought them as a result of the rapidly growing public interest inspired by the department. All of this material was freely offered to all writers and periodicals without discrimination, and was followed by an extraordinary increase in the informative periodical literature on the subject.
A result of this educational campaign of the department, reinforced as it was by the voluntary activity of newspapers and magazines, was the stimulation of a country-wide interest in the parks, which brought a volume of requests for detailed information regarding them and a demand by individuals, associations, and schools for photographs, motion pictures, lantern slides, and lectures, which the department of course could not meet. The demand for the loan of motion-picture films and lantern slides particularly has become imperious. It is increasing rapidly and some means should be provided for supplying the department with an adequate stock of this educational material in order that the people may be taught the purposes DEVELOPMENT OF THE NATIONAL PAEKS. 5 and uses of their national parks in the manner for which they themselves express so plain a preference.
INCREASED TRAVEL AGAINST ADVERSE CONDITIONS.
Under the stimulus of this public interest it was expected, in the early days of the season just closed, that travel to the parks would be heavy, but it was not expected to equal that of the year before, which, with the lure of the western expositions, had been phenomenal. Reports from the parks, however, clearly indicate that the 1916 travel not only did not fall below that of last year, but actually exceeded it.
Of course, the travel did not increase in every park, but in several parks. In Rocky Mountain National Park, for example, the increases were so large that they more than offset the decreases in other reservations.
However, travel to all of the parks was far This contract in a sense will make the department a partner in the saddle-horse enterprise, and I have already indicated the department's interest in its success from the business point of view as well as the point of view of public service to the park, by arranging with the Indian Office for the lease of Indian lands in the Blackfeet Reservation for horse pasturage, and for the purchase of hay and even horses from the Indians. Should these arrangements be consummated the tourist, the park-revenue fund, the Blackfeet Indians, and the saddle-horse concessioner will all derive a full measure of benefit from the successful operation of the enterprise. Dec. 8, 1906 ....do Mar. 11,1907 Jan. 9, 1908 Jan. 16, 1908 Sept. 15, 1908 July 31,1909 Sept. 21, 1909 Sept. 25, 1909 Nov. 1, 1909 Mar. 23, 1910 May 30, 1910 May 16, 1911 May 24, 1911 July 31, 1911 Mar. 14, 1912 Jan. 31, 1914 Oct. 4, 1915 July 8, 1916 Aug. 9, 1916 Area (acres). Contains cinder cone of geologically recent formation.
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